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Local Students Join National Celebration of Languages During #ThinkLanguages Week 2026
[SCHOOL NAME] among hundreds of schools taking part in Ireland's largest celebration of languages and cultures
xx November 2026: Students at [SCHOOL NAME] are joining thousands of young people across Ireland this week as part of #ThinkLanguages Week 2026, a national celebration of languages and cultures that has been recognised as an Associated Event of Ireland's Presidency of the Council of the European Union 2026. 
More than XXX students from [SCHOOL NAME] are participating in a range of activities designed to celebrate languages, cultural diversity and international engagement. Nationwide, over 19,000 students from 220 schools are taking part in the celebration, which runs from 16-20 November. 
Throughout the week, students at [SCHOOL NAME] will take part in [INSERT ACTIVITIES: quizzes, cultural activities, guest speakers, movie, workshops, performances, language taster sessions, European-themed activities, etc].
#ThinkLanguages Week is organised by Post-Primary Languages Ireland (PPLI) through Languages Connect- Ireland's Strategy for Foreign Languages in Education. The event encourages students to explore the many personal, educational and career opportunities that language skills can provide. 
This year's celebrations have a special European focus as Ireland holds the Presidency of the Council of the European Union in 2026. Students are learning about the importance of multilingualism, cultural understanding and international cooperation, while exploring how languages can support future study, travel and career opportunities both in Ireland and across Europe. 
[PRINCIPAL NAME], Principal of [SCHOOL NAME], said: [Insert a short quote from a school leader, or student]. For example, "We are delighted to be taking part in #ThinkLanguages Week 2026. Languages open doors to new cultures, new perspectives and new opportunities, and this week gives our students the chance to experience that in a fun and engaging way.
As Ireland marks its EU Presidency year, it is especially important for young people to understand the value of communication, cultural awareness and international engagement. We are proud to be part of this national celebration."
[TEACHER / STUDENT QUOTE]
"Our students have really embraced the week's activities. #ThinkLanguages Week helps them see that languages are much more than a school subject. They are a valuable skill that can support future education, careers and global connections."
The aims of #ThinkLanguages Week include encouraging students to continue studying languages, celebrating cultural diversity, and raising awareness of how language skills support careers, mobility and international opportunities. 
Karen Ruddock, Director of Post-Primary Languages Ireland, said: “#ThinkLanguages Week offers a timely opportunity in the context of Ireland's EU presidency to celebrate the power of language learning to open up opportunities and develop the knowledge, skills and attitudes that foster inclusion and well-being; equipping young people to thrive and succeed in an interconnected world'
For more information about #ThinkLanguages Week, visit languagesconnect.ie/thinklanguages.
-Ends-  
  
Languages Connect promotes the personal, social, professional, and economic benefits of foreign language skills to principals, teachers, guidance counsellors, parents, and students. Funded by the Department of Education and Youth it is facilitated by Post Primary Languages Ireland, as a key objective of Languages Connect – Ireland’s Strategy for Foreign Languages in Education. For all the latest updates check out www.languagesconnect.ie or follow us on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram  
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