SAMPLE LOCAL PRESS RELEASE – #THINKLANGUAGES

· Download the file 
· Fill in the details relevant to your school so you can share with the local paper/radio station and/or use in your school newsletter.
· Don’t forget to delete the parts that you don’t need.
· Send some nice photos with your photo props too!

PRESS RELEASE
[INSERT SCHOOL] Celebrate #ThinkLanguages Week
Students from [insert school] join 21,000 Students and over 240 schools in Ireland’s biggest student celebration of languages and cultures
XX November 2025: [Insert School Name] is delighted to be part of the nationwide celebration of #ThinkLanguages Week, taking place from 17–21 November 2025. This year marks the largest edition of the celebration, with over 240 schools and 21,000 transition year students participating across Ireland.
Facilitated by Post-Primary Languages Ireland (PPLI) and organised by Languages Connect, as part of Languages Connect – Ireland’s Strategy for Foreign Languages in Education 2017–2026, #ThinkLanguages Week is a vibrant, student-led festival that showcases the personal, academic, and professional benefits of foreign language learning.
Now in its eighth year, the event has grown exponentially—from just 700 students in 2018 to over 21,000 in 2025—highlighting the increasing interest in language learning and cultural awareness among young people in Ireland.
[Insert a short paragraph here describing your school’s activities. For example: Students at [School Name] will be hosting a multicultural food fair, screening foreign language films, and running workshops in Spanish, French, Japanese, and Irish Sign Language for its students to enjoy. The week will also include a visit from a local business leader who uses languages in their career.”]
[Insert a short quote from a school leader, or student. For example: "#ThinkLanguages Week is a fantastic opportunity for our students to explore the world beyond the classroom. Language learning is not just about grammar and vocabulary, it’s about connecting with people, understanding cultures, and opening doors to exciting careers. We’re thrilled to be part of this national celebration and proud of the creativity and enthusiasm our students have shown in planning this week." — [Insert Name], [Principal/ Teacher], [School Name]
Transition year students nationwide will engage in a wide variety of activities during #ThinkLanguages Week including live and online workshops, inspirational talks, cultural performances, visits to local primary schools and national quizzes and competitions. Students will also have the opportunity to view special foreign language film screenings thanks to the Irish Film Institute. It is the third year the IFI has come on board to celebrate #ThinkLanguages Week, and once again is joined by universities across the country who are also providing immersive language led activities for students to enjoy. A welcome new addition to this year's #ThinkLanguages includes Cultural Institutes who will be providing an array of activities, both in person and online, for students and schools to avail of during that week
The events throughout #ThinkLangauges Week aim to celebrate the rich linguistic and cultural diversity in Ireland, where over 750,000 people speak a foreign language, according to Census 2022.
While #ThinkLanguages is a school-focused event, everyone is encouraged to join in the celebration, whether by watching a foreign language film, trying out a few phrases with a bilingual friend, listening to international music, or cooking a dish from another culture.
Funded by the Department of Education and Youth, Languages Connect was launched to support a strong, growing economy while also promoting a multicultural and inclusive society, which is a key objective of Irelands Strategy for Foreign Languages in Education.  

For more information, visit languagesconnect.ie/thinklanguages or follow #ThinkLanguages on social media.
-Ends-  
  
Languages Connect promotes the personal, social, professional, and economic benefits of foreign language skills to principals, teachers, guidance counsellors, parents, and students. Funded by the Department of Education and Youth it is facilitated by Post Primary Languages Ireland, as a key objective of Languages Connect – Ireland’s Strategy for Foreign Languages in Education 2017 – 2026. For all the latest updates check out www.languagesconnect.ie or follow us on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram  
  
For more information contact:
[Insert school contact]
