Why keep the home language?

Keeping the home language has many benefits.
Development of the home language will support
and promote...

- A Sense of |dentity -

- Family Togetherness through shared
goals and interests -

- Strong Communication Skills -

- Cultural Awareness -

- Positive Mental Health and a Sense
of Wellbeing -

- Cognitive Skills Development -

- Educational Achievement -

Using the mat...

= Remember that immersion in the language helps to foster a willingness to learn
and establishes good habits with the language from the outset.

= Using the home language often is more important than trying to always use the
language perfectly.

= Use the mat as a support and guide - not everything on the mat must be
memorized!

= The mat is a visual reminder to use the home language often. It can be printed
and displayed somewhere in the home that is easily visible - this might be on
the fridge, at the child’s desk, in the play area etc.

Say ‘Yes' to Chinese at home

You could...

Use it as a placemat at the family table.

Use the mat as a stimulus when playing with your
child and invent creative ways to use the
language/phrases together.

Create a fun planner for the whole family to
encourage family members to use different
languages at different times or for different tasks.

Set small, manageable goals when learning the
home language and use lots of positive
reinforcement to build confidence and make the
process fun.

Laminate multiple copies of the mat and share
them with family members.

What can | do if my child seems
disinterested?

rﬁﬁ For more information on support for

Most importantly, don't give up!

Keep your responses short and clear if your child
appears to be confused.

Encourage your child to respond with phrases
rather than single words where possible.

Model enthusiasm for the home language when
they use it and encourage further participation by
asking them more about what they say.

Connect with other families who speak the home
language or join a community/group who speak
the language together.

= parents, scan the QR code or visit

[=] languagesconnect.ie.

How can | ensure that the whole
family understands the importance
of keeping the home language?

» Explain how learning the home language
will benefit the whole family.

» Remind family members that
multilingualism is possible and has many
advantages.

« Ensure that all family members are
included from the very beginning of the
process.

= Encourage meaningful communication
between the child and other family
members in the home language.

« Introduce family members to the
language at the same time as the child to
develop a sense of unity.

» Make learning the home language a fun
and enjoyable experience for the whole
family!
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Say ‘Yes’' to Chinese at home

Encourage / BXfib Guli i Play / It wan
Great JEEHF Feichang hio Let us play / sing / read .............. EBRA /& /1E
Well done / Great work ......... MBRIF Zuo de hén hio Rang wémen wén / chang / dg
Fantastic KIET Tibang le Your / my / whose turn ................ ZAR/ BT ?
Keep goiNg ..o PREE Jivo (ia' ni/wé/ shuile :
5 ? ) g
You can do it yourself ... {Re]AE S § ATE YOU TEA0Y? Miﬁiﬁﬁ? l]vij. : Respond / [B1Z& huida
e e s : Ni zhiinbéi hao le ma? :
Ni kéyi ziji zuo. ; . ) }
Try again Bit—F zsishiyicia, | olowme BRER Genzhe wo Okay &%E’\J Hio de
- Look here / there ... EXB/EBE Kan zheli / nali - 1 (don't) want to...... F () 8. Wb (bo) xidng...
Listen Ofr Ting | understand now / ... KRBT / BABEA
: - | don't understand W6 mingbai le / W6 bu mingbai
Greet / T3 dizhaohu  Instruct / $87R zhishi - lam hungry / thirsty ... /BT Wo e/ kele
s © I need to pee/poo/ ... =/ VE/{EEE/ LmFT Wo yao
Hello #RYF Nihao Open / Close i]:f':/?éGJ:' . - go to the toilet xidobian / bianbian / shang césud
Bye BN zaijian o havex {:g;(%‘:’:: a"g;("f ) I feel SICK oo HAKEFBR Wo bu tai shofu
: You have X minutes ... 1] i yo énzho : ) . e
Thank you 5 Xiexie .U .V i “\ I?l U\ snenene - | am finished / Bise T / g5
SRER Duibugi Timeis up RIEIEIT Shijian dao le © | am not finished W6 zudwén le / W6 méi zud wan
Sory TAE Dulbual Let us brush your teeth /.............. AR /RS What should | do? ... BEAM? Wo zénme zuo?
tdoest Mater. ..o RKR Mei guansd W.aSh your face Rénﬁwar‘_’en STUéyé_/ wilian I can do it myself.............. WA IAE S Wo keyi 2if 200
No problem ... RIEIRA Méi wenti Listen to me ﬂ)ﬁ\tﬁﬁ Ting w6 shuo - Canyou help me? ... {REEEEFRIS?
How are you? ... {RIFIB? Ni hio ma? Be careful IJ}IL'\ Kidoxin ) o Ni néng bang wo ma?
Cood mormi BE7 Zoshang hio Let us take a break ..o FBIMRE—T Women xioxi yixia How do YOU S8Y ... oo B4 FBSGE. 2
9 g - In Chinese please BIHAX Qing shué zhongwén  : in Chinese? Zénme yong zhangwén shub...?
. [ | M 1= : — ~ : S == ~.
GOOD NMIGNt e R Wan'an - Where is your toy/dress/book? ... STE/TRER/H... ZEMRIL? - | (don't) like this one / ....... () EXX/EB
What did you do today? ........... RERMTHAL? Wanju / yifu / sho ... zaind'er? | that one Wb (bu) xihuan zhége / nage
Ni jintian zule shénme? | Which one do you like/prefer? ... {REXRIBN? Ni xihuan ndge? & Canl.?o FATIL..IB? W kéyi... ma?
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